THE TRUTH-INTOXICATED YOUTH
so good. If a Claudius prays, even a just avenger like
Hamlet forbears to touch him. It was not, however, the
teaching of a new principle but the reawakening of the
same devout feeling that was Vijaykrishna^ very soul.
Prayers wash away the impurities of the soul, as a shower
of rain washes clean the face of the earth. The Adi Samaj
gave him nothing more. Rather it was discovered to be
encumbered by certain hard customs and prejudices,
which were out of court in Brahmoism. As the New
Messiah of Bengal, Vijaykrishna might be said to have
spoken of the purblind idolaters of customs in orthodox
Bengal what Christ said of Jerusalem: "0 Jerusalem,
Jerusalem which killest the prophets and stonest that are
sent unto thee ; how often would I have gathered thy
children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under
her wings, and ye would not!"
The Sangat gave Keshav ample opportunity to
develop his doctrinal theories and to expand the programme
of social, domestic, and spiritual reform which he had
mapped out at the very start of his unique career. The
sacrificial fire, first lit by Keshav's resignation of his post
in the Bank of Bengal and fed by similar sacrifices of its
great apostolic worker, Vijaykrishna, aureoled the Sangat
with a noble example, which became a social power and
which could hardly be set by any member of the Adi Samaj
save and except the great Devendranath. In the Sangat,
Vijaykrishna was the gaze of all and the glowing focus
of warm praise. Even while in the old Samaj, Vijaykrishna
made his influence felt, but it was after the separation
of Keshav's party from it that he appeared in full beauty
as the portrait of the Spirit.  Though a broad-minded
liberal, voyaging to the uttermost Beyond, his was
not negative revolutionism. Under the leadership of
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